
Word of the Day
May 9 – May 15

Highlighted word: New word. Unsure about its meaning or pronunciation.

May 9, 2020

decoupage
ˌdā-(ˌ)kü-ˈpäzh | day-koo-PAHZH

Definition

1 : the art of decorating surfaces by applying cutouts (as of paper) and then coating with usually several
layers of finish (such as lacquer or varnish)

lacquer: Any of various clear or colored synthetic coatings made by dissolving nitrocellulose or other cellulose derivatives together with plasticizers and 
pigments in a mixture of volatile solvents and used to impart a high gloss to surfaces.

varnish: a liquid preparation that when applied to a surface dries to form a hard lustrous typically transparent coating

2 : work produced by such art

Did You Know?

Decoupage originated in France in the 17th century as a means of artistically decorating pieces of 
furniture with pictures. It took a few centuries, but by the mid-20th century decoupage became a 
household name in American interior decoration. The word is fashioned from Middle French decouper,
meaning "to cut out." Decouper, in turn, pastes together the prefix de- ("from" or "away") and couper 
("to cut). Other descendants of couper include coppice (a growth of small trees that are periodically 
cut), coupé (a horse-drawn carriage for two with a driver outside and whose name is thought to be from
French carrosse coupé, literally, "cut-off coach"), and the clear-cut coupon.

coach: a large usually closed four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage having doors in the sides and an elevated seat in front for the driver

Examples

Her eye was drawn to a small table that had been decorated with decoupage.

"… the Glen House is bathed in natural light, heated by hydroelectric power and dotted with bits of 
history along with whimsical artwork that celebrates nature just outside, respectfully (witness the deer 
head mounted above the fireplace; it's a decoupage made from reclaimed fabric that picks up on the 
accents of the room)." — Moira McCarthy,   The Boston Herald  , 29 Jan. 2020  
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/coppice
https://www.bostonherald.com/2020/01/29/get-cozy-with-mount-washington-at-glen-house-resort/
https://www.bostonherald.com/2020/01/29/get-cozy-with-mount-washington-at-glen-house-resort/
https://www.bostonherald.com/2020/01/29/get-cozy-with-mount-washington-at-glen-house-resort/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/coupon
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/coupe


May 10, 2020

indomitable
in-ˈdä-mə-tə-bəl | in-DAH-muh-tuh-bul

Definition

: incapable of being subdued : unconquerable

Did You Know?

The prefix in- means "not" in numerous English words (think of indecent, indecisive, inconvenient, and
infallible). When in- teamed up with the Latin domitare ("to tame"), the result was a word meaning 
"unable to be tamed." Indomitable was first used in English in the 1600s as a synonym of wild, but over
time the wildness associated with indomitable developed into a specific kind of strength. By the 1800s, 
indomitable was being used for people whose courage and persistence helped them to succeed in 
difficult situations.

Examples

"'An American in Paris' is the new Tony Award-winning musical about an American soldier, a 
mysterious French girl and an indomitable European city, each yearning for a new beginning in the 
aftermath of war." — The Richmond County (North Carolina) Daily Journal, 31 Mar. 2020

yearn: to long persistently, wistfully, or sadly 

"I'm encouraged by the indomitable human spirit—the capacity to innovate out of necessity and for the 
greater good, and the capacity to adapt." — Karen Natzel,   The Daily Journal of Commerce   (Portland,   
Oregon), 24 Mar. 2020

May 11, 2020

aggrandize
ə-ˈgran-ˌdīz | uh-GRAN-dyze

Definition

1 : to make great or greater : increase, enlarge

2 : to make appear great or greater : praise highly

3 : to enhance the power, wealth, position, or reputation of
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https://www.yourdailyjournal.com/news/93407/broadway-musical-phil-vassar-shows-at-cole-moved-to-summer
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/enlarge
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/increase
https://djcoregon.com/news/2020/03/24/op-ed-matters-pandemic-presents-opportunity-reassess/
https://djcoregon.com/news/2020/03/24/op-ed-matters-pandemic-presents-opportunity-reassess/
https://djcoregon.com/news/2020/03/24/op-ed-matters-pandemic-presents-opportunity-reassess/
https://djcoregon.com/news/2020/03/24/op-ed-matters-pandemic-presents-opportunity-reassess/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/wild
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/infallible
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/inconvenient
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/indecisive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/indecent
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/in-#h8
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/unconquerable


Did You Know?

Aggrandize has enhanced the English vocabulary since the early 17th century. English speakers adapted
agrandiss-, the stem of the French verb agrandir, to form aggrandize, and later used the French form 
agrandissement as the basis of the noun aggrandizement. (The root of agrandiss- is Latin; it comes 
from grandis, meaning "large, great.") Nowadays, both noun and verb are regularly paired (somewhat 
disparagingly) with the prefix self- to refer to individuals bent on glorifying themselves, as sports writer
Alan Shipnuck demonstrates in a 2015 Sports Illustrated article, writing "golf is not a sport that smiles 
upon the self-aggrandizing."

bent: strongly inclined : determined —usually used with on

Examples

"I read [Ball Four by Jim Bouton] when I was 14, and, although I've never gone back to re-read or 
study it, it changed my view of the so-called heroes that played and play sports at a high level. They 
were and are great at what they do…. But they are only human, with remarkable skills and 
contributions to be appreciated. In some ways and cases, though, they are ordinary, less than ordinary, 
not to be aggrandized or worshipped." — Gordon Monson,   The Salt Lake Tribune  , 11 July 2019  

"By definition and disposition, the spy presents a daunting challenge to the historian. Expected to be 
elusive and deceptive, secret agents prefer to swallow written evidence, not preserve it. Then, if they 
survive to write memoirs, they often aggrandize their achievements at the expense of truth." — Harold 
Holzer,   The Wall Street Journal  , 2 Aug. 2019  

May 12, 2020

flotsam
ˈflät-səm | FLAHT-sum

Definition

1 : floating wreckage of a ship or its cargo; broadly : floating debris

2 a : a floating population (as of emigrants or castaways)

castaway: thrown away : rejected

b : miscellaneous or unimportant material

c : debris, remains

Did You Know?

English speakers started using flotsam, jetsam, and lagan as legal terms in the 16th and 17th centuries 
(the earliest evidence of flotsam dates from around the early 1600s). The three words were used to 
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lagan
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/jetsam
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/remains#h2
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/debris
https://www.wsj.com/articles/lincolns-spies-review-the-unions-eyes-and-ears-11564758435
https://www.wsj.com/articles/lincolns-spies-review-the-unions-eyes-and-ears-11564758435
https://www.wsj.com/articles/lincolns-spies-review-the-unions-eyes-and-ears-11564758435
https://www.wsj.com/articles/lincolns-spies-review-the-unions-eyes-and-ears-11564758435
https://www.sltrib.com/sports/2019/07/11/monson-we-can-thank/
https://www.sltrib.com/sports/2019/07/11/monson-we-can-thank/
https://www.sltrib.com/sports/2019/07/11/monson-we-can-thank/
https://vault.si.com/vault/2015/02/09/dream-team
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/self-#h5


establish claims of ownership to the three types of seaborne, vessel-originated goods they named. 
Flotsam was anything from a shipwreck (the word comes from Old French floter, meaning "to float"). 
Jetsam and lagan were items thrown overboard to lighten a ship. Lagan was distinguished from jetsam 
by having a buoy attached so the goods could be found if they sank. In the 19th century, when flotsam 
and jetsam took on extended meanings, they became synonyms, but they are still very often paired.

seaborne: borne over or on the sea

buoy: a floating object moored to the bottom to mark a channel or something (such as a shoal) lying under the water swam out toward the buoy

Examples

The young couple's apartment was adorned with the flotsam and jetsam of thrift stores and yard sales.

"The set is one room—but what a room, stuffed with the furniture, flotsam and jetsam of a half-century.
And it's not like the stage crew could go out and rent a lot of 1930s-era furniture. So the company has 
borrowed furniture from local residents for the duration of the play." — Cheryl Schweizer,   The   
Columbia Basin Herald   (Moses Lake, Washington), 6 Feb. 2020  

May 13, 2020

pelagic
pə-ˈla-jik | puh-LAJ-ik

Definition

: of, relating to, or living or occurring in the open sea : oceanic

Did You Know?

Pelagic comes to us from Greek, via Latin. The Greek word pelagikos became pelagicus in Latin and 
then pelagic in English. (Pelagikos is derived from pelagos, the Greek word for the sea—it is also a 
source of archipelago—plus the adjectival suffix -ikos.) Pelagic first showed up in dictionaries in 
1656; a definition from that time says that Pelagick (as it was then spelled) meant "of the Sea, or that 
liveth in the Sea." Centuries later, writers are still using pelagic with the same meaning, albeit less 
frequently than its more familiar synonym oceanic.

Examples

"Smith counted 10 rock pigeons and another red-breasted merganser, along with a thin-billed pelagic 
cormorant and three Brandt's cormorant." — Paul Rowley,   The Vashon-Maury Island (Washington)   
Beachcomber  , 14 Jan. 2020  

merganser: any of various fish-eating diving ducks (especially genus Mergus) with a slender bill hooked at the end and serrated along the margins and 
usually a crested head 
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https://www.vashonbeachcomber.com/news/on-the-lookout-annual-audubon-event-provides-islanders-chance-to-tally-birds/
https://www.vashonbeachcomber.com/news/on-the-lookout-annual-audubon-event-provides-islanders-chance-to-tally-birds/
https://www.vashonbeachcomber.com/news/on-the-lookout-annual-audubon-event-provides-islanders-chance-to-tally-birds/
https://www.vashonbeachcomber.com/news/on-the-lookout-annual-audubon-event-provides-islanders-chance-to-tally-birds/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cormorant
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/merganser
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/oceanic
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/archipelago
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/oceanic
https://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/2020/feb/06/big-cast-for-a-classic/
https://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/2020/feb/06/big-cast-for-a-classic/
https://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/2020/feb/06/big-cast-for-a-classic/
https://www.columbiabasinherald.com/news/2020/feb/06/big-cast-for-a-classic/


cormorant: any of various dark-colored web-footed waterbirds (family Phalacrocoracidae, especially genus Phalacrocorax) that have a long neck, hooked 
bill, and distensible throat pouch

"Bait fish schools usually long gone at this juncture are still fairly thick in Tampa Bay, Charlotte 
Harbor and out in the Gulf as well. Most of the pelagic species that migrate by our coast in the fall are 
still being caught with some regularity offshore." — Zach Zacharias,   The Herald Tribune   (Sarasota,   
Florida), 15 Jan. 2020

bait fish: a small fish (such as a golden shiner or menhaden) that attracts and is a food source for a larger game fish

school (2): a large number of fish or aquatic animals of one kind swimming together 

juncture: a point of time

offshore: from the shore : seaward

May 14, 2020

refulgence
ri-ˈfu̇l-jən(t)s | rih-FULL-junss

Definition

: a radiant or resplendent quality or state : brilliance

Did You Know?

"The full bow of the crescent moon peeps above the plain and shoots its gleaming arrows far and wide, 
filling the earth with a faint refulgence, as the glow of a good man's deeds shines for a while upon his 
little world after his sun has set, lighting the fainthearted travellers who follow on towards a fuller 
dawn." So British author Sir Henry Rider Haggard described the light of the moon in King Solomon's 
Mines, published in 1885. Haggard's example reflects both the modern meaning and the history of 
refulgence. That word derives from Latin refulgēre, which means "to shine brightly" and which is itself 
a descendant of the verb fulgēre, meaning "to shine." Fulgēre also underlies effulgence, a shining 
synonym of refulgence.

peep (2): to begin to emerge from or as if from concealment : show slightly

fainthearted: lacking courage or resolution : timid

Examples

"Looking back, … I am inclined to date the burgeoning refulgence of our love to something more like 
the calendar equivalent of April." — Christopher Hitchens,   Hitch-22  , 2010  

burgeoning: growing, expanding, or developing rapidly

"In reality, Poinsettia's bracts, like holly's berries, only said 'blood' to the very devout. Most people saw 
in their scarlet a warmth, cheeriness and opulence that made it the season's special hue…. In the 
centuries ahead, that refulgence would … make it the plant of the winter holidays for countless 
millions, whether Christian, secular or other." — Mark Griffiths,   Country Life  , 21 Dec. 2019  
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https://books.google.com/books?id=g3x29UP5gnsC&pg=PT134#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.countrylife.co.uk/gardens/curious-questions-poinsettias-christmas-get-name-excrement-flower-209581
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/seaward
https://www.heraldtribune.com/sports/20200115/outdoors-warm-weather-has-fish-and-anglers-guessing
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https://books.google.com/books?id=g3x29UP5gnsC&pg=PT134#v=onepage&q&f=false
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/effulgence
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/brilliance
https://www.heraldtribune.com/sports/20200115/outdoors-warm-weather-has-fish-and-anglers-guessing
https://www.heraldtribune.com/sports/20200115/outdoors-warm-weather-has-fish-and-anglers-guessing


 

Poinsettia: any of several spurges (genus Euphorbia) with flower clusters subtended by showy involucral bracts

bract: a leaf from the axil of which a flower or floral axis arises

hue: color: gradation of color 

May 15, 2020

stymie
ˈstī-mē | STYE-mee

Definition

: to present an obstacle to : stand in the way of

Did You Know?

Golf was being played in Scotland as early as the 15th century, but it wasn't until the 19th century that 
the sport really caught on in England and North America. It was also in the 19th century that the word 
stymie entered English as a noun referring to a golfing situation in which one player's ball lies between 
another ball and the hole on the putting green, thereby blocking the line of play. Later, stymie came to 
be used as a verb meaning "to bring into the position of, or impede by, a stymie." By the early 20th 
century, the verb was being applied in similarly vexing non-golf contexts.

vexation: the quality or state of being vexed : irritation

Examples

"Ventura County supervisors are reviving an effort to build a bicycle path for commuting and recreation
in a railroad corridor that parallels Highway 126, a project that's been stymied in the past by 
agricultural interests who say it could jeopardize their crops." — Kathleen Wilson,   The Ventura County  
(California) Star  , 23 Mar. 2020  

corridor: a usually narrow passageway or route

"A bout with polio when she was 18 months old has left her wheelchair bound, but it's clear … that it 
hasn't stymied her instinct for leadership. Heumann would go on to serve under Presidents Clinton and 
Obama as an advisor on disability rights…." — David Alm,   Forbes  , 26 Mar. 2020  

bout: outbreak, attack
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https://www.vcstar.com/story/news/2020/03/23/board-supervisors-revives-bike-path-project-highway-126/2877558001/
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