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April 25, 2020 

nabob
ˈnā-ˌbäb | NAY-bahb

Definition
1 : a provincial governor of the Mogul empire in India

2 : a person of great wealth or prominence

Did You Know?
In India's Mogul Empire, founded in the 16th century, provincial governors carried the Urdu title of nawāb. In 
1612, Captain Robert Coverte published a report of his "discovery" of "the Great Mogoll, a prince not till now 
knowne to our English nation." The Captain informed the English-speaking world that "An earle is called a 
Nawbob," thereby introducing the English version of the word. Nabob, as it thereafter came to be spelled, gained
its extended sense of "a prominent person" in the 18th century, when it was applied sarcastically to British 
officials of the East India Company returning home after amassing great wealth in Asia. The word was perhaps 
most famously used by Vice President Spiro Agnew, in a 1970 speech written by William Safire, when he 
referred to critical members of the news media as "nattering nabobs of negativism."

Examples
"The extreme concentration of wealth in the United States in the late 1800s and again in the 1920s were major 
contributors to recurrent economic slumps and market crashes…, climaxing with the crash of 1929 and the Great
Depression. Those crises led to two congressional investigations early in the last century, in which lawmakers 
tried to hold the millionaire nabobs of those eras responsible." — Michael Hiltzik,   The Los Angeles Times  , 29   
Dec. 2019

slump: a marked or sustained decline especially in economic activity or prices

"By day he would prowl the streets of the city on his bicycle photographing anonymous strangers whose style 
caught his eye. These he would print in his popular New York Times column On the Street. By night he would 
attend fancy fetes and snap photos of high-society nabobs in their finery for his feature Evening Hours." — Peter
Keough,   The Boston Globe  , 20 June 2019  

prowl: to move about or wander stealthily in or as if in search of prey

fete: a lavish often outdoor entertainment 

snap: to take photographically 
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April 26, 2020 

promulgate
ˈprä-məl-ˌgāt | PRAH-mul-gayt

Definition
1 : to make (an idea, belief, etc.) known to many people by open declaration : proclaim

2 a : to make known or public the terms of (a proposed law)

b : to put (a law or rule) into action or force

Did You Know?
The origin of promulgate is a bit murky, or perhaps we should say "milky." It comes from Latin promulgatus, 
which in turn derives from pro-, meaning "forward," and -mulgare, a form that is probably related to the verb 
mulgēre, meaning "to milk" or "to extract." Mulgēre is an ancestor of the English word emulsion ("mixture of 
mutually insoluble liquids"), and it is also related to the Old English word that became milk itself. Like its 
synonyms declare, announce, and proclaim, promulgate means "to make known publicly." It particularly implies
the proclaiming of a dogma, doctrine, or law.

Examples
"Gov. John Bel Edwards signed two bills into law June 26 allowing alcohol delivery in Louisiana, but retailers 
and third-party delivery companies must first secure permits issued by ATC [Office of Alcohol and Tobacco 
Control] to deliver the goods. The state agency is charged with promulgating the rules surrounding alcohol 
delivery." — Annie Ourso Landry,   The Greater Baton Rouge (Louisiana) Business Report  , 2 July 2019  

"It was not until the 'common school' movement gathered momentum, in the eighteen-thirties and forties, that 
public education began, gradually, to take hold. The movement's ideals were most famously promulgated by the 
Massachusetts reformer Horace Mann, who believed that education could be 'the great equalizer of the 
conditions of men.'" — Vinson Cunningham,   The New Yorker  , 2 Mar. 2020  

April 27, 2020 

zephyr
ˈze-fər | ZEFF-er

Definition
1 a : a breeze from the west

b : a gentle breeze

2 : any of various lightweight fabrics and articles of clothing
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Did You Know?
For centuries, poets have eulogized Zephyrus, the Greek god of the west wind, and his "swete breeth" (in the 
words of Geoffrey Chaucer). Zephyrus, the personified west wind, eventually evolved into zephyr, a word for a 
breeze that is westerly or gentle, or both. Breezy zephyr blew into English with the help of poets and 
playwrights, including William Shakespeare, who used the word in his play Cymbeline: "Thou divine Nature, 
thou thyself thou blazon'st / In these two princely boys! They are as gentle / As zephyrs blowing below the 
violet." Today, zephyr is also the sobriquet of a lightweight fabric and the clothing that is made from it.

eulogize: to speak or write in high praise of : extol

playwright: a person who writes plays

sobriquet: a descriptive name or epithet : nickname

Examples
"There was not even a zephyr stirring; the dead noonday heat had even stilled the songs of the birds." — Mark 
Twain,   The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  , 1876  

"Thrown properly, with as little spin as possible, the only forces acting on a knuckleball are gravity and wind. 
That means any last-second zephyr can knock a knuckler off its path and into the virtual 'box' of a strike zone." 
— J. P. Hoornstra,   The Los Angeles Daily News  , 20 Nov. 2019  

knuckleball: a slow baseball pitch that moves erratically and unpredictably and that is thrown with little spin by gripping the ball with the knuckles or the 
tips of the fingers pressed against the top

knuckler: knuckleball

April 28, 2020 

garnish
ˈgär-nish | GAHR-nish

Definition
1 a : decorate, embellish

b : to add decorative or savory touches to (food or drink)

2 : to equip with accessories : furnish

3 : garnishee

Did You Know?
Although we now mostly garnish food, the general application of the "decorate" meaning is older. The link 
between embellishing an object or space and adding a little parsley to a plate isn't too hard to see, but how does 
the verb's sense of "garnishee," which refers to the taking of debtors' wages, fit in? The answer lies in the word's 
Anglo-French root, garnir, which means "to give notice, warning, or legal summons" in addition to "to equip or 
decorate." Before wages were garnished, the debtor would be served with a legal summons or warning. The legal

3 of 6

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/garnishee
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/furnish
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/embellish
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/decorate
https://www.dailynews.com/2019/11/20/the-end-of-the-mlb-knuckleball-steven-wright-and-his-surgically-repaired-elbow-hope-not/
https://www.dailynews.com/2019/11/20/the-end-of-the-mlb-knuckleball-steven-wright-and-his-surgically-repaired-elbow-hope-not/
https://www.dailynews.com/2019/11/20/the-end-of-the-mlb-knuckleball-steven-wright-and-his-surgically-repaired-elbow-hope-not/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/knuckleball
https://books.google.com/books?id=X2cJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA79&dq=%22There+was+not+even+a+zephyr+stirring%22&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDhLqe7KnoAhWpj3IEHfBjDo0Q6AEwAHoECAMQAg#v=onepage&q=%22There%20was%20not%20even%20a%20zephyr%20stirring%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=X2cJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA79&dq=%22There+was+not+even+a+zephyr+stirring%22&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDhLqe7KnoAhWpj3IEHfBjDo0Q6AEwAHoECAMQAg#v=onepage&q=%22There%20was%20not%20even%20a%20zephyr%20stirring%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=X2cJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA79&dq=%22There+was+not+even+a+zephyr+stirring%22&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDhLqe7KnoAhWpj3IEHfBjDo0Q6AEwAHoECAMQAg#v=onepage&q=%22There%20was%20not%20even%20a%20zephyr%20stirring%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=X2cJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA79&dq=%22There+was+not+even+a+zephyr+stirring%22&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjDhLqe7KnoAhWpj3IEHfBjDo0Q6AEwAHoECAMQAg#v=onepage&q=%22There%20was%20not%20even%20a%20zephyr%20stirring%22&f=false
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Zephyrus


sense of garnish now chiefly implies the taking of the wages, but it is rooted in the action of furnishing the 
warning.

Examples
"[Mariah] Carey pioneered featuring rappers on pop hits, and to date she has garnished 56 of her tracks with 
guest verses." — Billboard.com, 25 Apr. 2019

verse: poetry

"Every day, problems that have fundamentally legal solutions—like a debt collector wrongfully garnishing hard-
earned wages—derail the lives of people who are already struggling to make ends meet." — David Zapolsky, 
Fortune  , 18 June 2019  

April 29, 2020 

disingenuous
ˌdis-in-ˈjen-yə-wəs | dis-in-JEN-yuh-wuss

Definition
: lacking in candor; also : giving a false appearance of simple frankness : calculating

Did You Know?
A disingenuous remark might contain some superficial truth, but it is delivered with the intent to deceive or to 
serve some hidden purpose. Its base word ingenuous (derived from a Latin adjective meaning "native" or 
"freeborn") can describe someone who, like a child, is innocent or lacking guile or craftiness. English speakers 
began frequently joining the negative prefix dis- with ingenuous to create disingenuous during the 17th century.

Examples
"There are plenty of ways to be passive aggressive toward someone on their birthday, including … making a 
disingenuous comment about whatever he is doing for his special day when you know you aren't invited…." — 
Sylvan Lane,   Mashable  , 27 June 2014  

"We talked to some behavioural experts to understand why a colleague may be acting 'fake,' and how to work 
with it…. If someone seems disingenuous, it tends to come from a sense of inadequacy, and understanding that is
the first step on the road to acceptance." — Isabella Krebet, ABC News (Australian Broadcasting Corporation), 
10 Feb. 2020

April 30, 2020 

emblem
ˈem-bləm | EM-blum
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Definition
1 : a picture with a motto or set of verses intended as a moral lesson

2 : an object or the figure of an object symbolizing and suggesting another object or an idea

3 a : a symbolic object used as a heraldic device

b : a device, symbol, or figure adopted and used as an identifying mark

Did You Know?
Both emblem and its synonym symbol trace back to the Greek verb bállein, meaning "to throw." Emblem arose 
from embállein, meaning "to insert," while symbol comes from symbállein, Greek for "to throw together." 
Bállein is also an ancestor of the words parable (from parabállein, "to compare"), metabolism (from 
metabállein, "to change"), and problem (from probállein, "to throw forward"). Another, somewhat surprising, 
bállein descendant is devil, which comes from Greek diabolos, literally meaning "slanderer." Diabolos in turn 
comes from diabállein, meaning "to throw across" or "to slander."

slander: to utter slander against : defame

Examples
"The picture, changed or unchanged, would be to him the visible emblem of conscience." — Oscar Wilde,   The   
Picture of Dorian Gray  , 1891  

"The 1870 home was built by the city's first Presbyterian minister, Rev. Thomas Smith, who modeled it after his 
ancestral home in Scotland. A symbolic thistle—Scotland's national emblem—is sculpted onto the marble 
fireplace." — Sharon Roznik,   The Reporter   (Fond du Lac, Wisconsin), 18 Mar. 2020  

Thistle is the common name of a group of flowering plants characterised by leaves with sharp prickles on the margins, mostly in the family Asteraceae.

May 1, 2020 

appellation
ˌa-pə-ˈlā-shən | ap-uh-LAY-shun

Definition
1 : an identifying name or title : designation

2 : a geographical name (as of a region, village, or vineyard) under which a winegrower is authorized to identify 
and market wine 

winegrower: a person who cultivates a vineyard and makes wine

3 archaic : the act of calling by a name
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Did You Know?
Ask a Frenchman named Jacques his name, and you may very well get the reply, "Je m'appelle Jacques." The 
French verb appeler means "to call (by a name)," so Jacques' answer literally translates to "I call myself 
Jacques." Knowing the function of appeler makes it easy to remember that appellation refers to the name or title 
by which something is called or known. Appeler and appellation also share a common ancestor: Latin appellāre, 
meaning "to call upon, name, or designate," formed by combining the prefix ad- ("to") with another verb, pellere
("to beat against, push, or strike"). Appellāre is also the root of English's appeal (by way of Anglo-French and 
Middle English), as well as appellate, which is used to indicate a court where appeals are heard.

Examples

"Mr. Bling is the preferred appellation of Mauricio Benitez, a Colombian artist who has made portraits 
of Lady Gaga, Mariah Carey, and several of the Kardashians and whose preferred medium is 
Swarovski crystals." — Amanda Whiting,   The Washingtonian  , 22 Dec. 2019  

"The late Gary Andrus, founder of Pine Ridge, was wise enough over the years to purchase vineyards 
in several appellations of Napa Valley." — Tom Hyland,   Forbes  , 9 Mar. 2020  
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